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Though the holidays can be an exciting and enjoyable time for people, they can be problematic for some of our 
pets, and may involve some unexpected hazards. Here are some tips for keeping dogs, cats and other pets safe 
at Christmas time: 
  

Christmas trees and pet safety 
 

If you have a real Christmas tree, keep the water in the stand covered so your animals can’t drink it. The pine sap 
is dangerous if ingested. 
Secure the tree to a wall or the ceiling with twine and a hook to prevent pets from knocking it over. 
Tree lights should not be left on when you’re not around, since your pets may tangle themselves in the cords. Un-
plug the tree lights when you’re not using them. 
Once you’ve decorated your tree, pick up all tinsel, ribbon and ornament hooks on the floor. These glittery items 
may be attractive playthings to your pets, but they can get sick if they ingest them. If a gastrointestinal blockage 
occurs, surgery may be needed to save your pet. 

If your pets express interest in playing with the decorations on the tree, decorate the bottom third of the tree with 
wood or plastic ornaments that won’t break. 
 

Holiday gifts, plants and candles 
 

Keep all gifts that contain human food off the floor so that pets are not tempted by the smells. Human treats can 
be dangerous for pets — especially food containing chocolate, alcohol, raisins and onions. 
Holiday plants such as poinsettias and mistletoe can be dangerous, too, if your pets chew on them. Keep holiday 
plants well out of reach of your pets, or buy artificial plants. See list of harmful plants below. 
Many people love to burn candles around this time of year, but they can be hazardous to pets. Put burning can-
dles in places that are inaccessible to your pets and don’t let candles burn unattended. If you have birds as pets, 
be aware that the perfumes in scented candles may cause them to develop respiratory inflammation. 
 
Many people have garden benches inside and outside of the home, often putting plants on them.  Pets love to 
jump up on them to nap then catch their foot/leg in them when jumping down, breaking their leg. Tie a mat over 
the seating or nail painted plywood on it. 
 

10 toxic Christmas plants for pets – keep them safe throughout the holidays 
 

Poinsettia and mistletoe are just two toxic Christmas plants that can be harmful to cats and dogs. Keep pets safe 
this holiday season and watch out for these toxic festive trees and florals. 

 
 

Safe and Happy Holidays 

1.     POINSETTIA 

2.    HOLLY 

3.    MISTLETOE 

4.    YEW 

5.    CHRISTMAS TREES  

6.    IVY (HEDERA SPECIES) 
7.    AMARYLLIS 

8.    LILLIES 

9.    LAUREL 

10. SNOWDROPS 



2 

 

AFCHS Board Members 

Patricia Sherman, President 
Marian Repp, Vice President 

Diane McMurry, Secretary 
Donna Swinney, Reporting Treasurer 

Phil Laughlin 
Patti Womer 

Anna Charlesworth 

Education Center Office & Cat Adoption Room 
933 S. Cherokee Lane - Lodi, Ca 

209 365-0535 

All it takes is a few hours of spare time once a week to make a difference to the animals. Whether it's working with the public or on a 
computer, opening your home to a foster animal, spaying/neutering and supervising feral cats, or helping people over the phone, we 
have something for you! Students can also get credit for their volunteer hours! 

 
Dog Walkers and Kennel Help 
Adults or teenagers that enjoy walking and would like to walk our dogs one or more days a week year round. Join our 
“Walk n Wag” walking group.  Mornings after 9 am or late afternoons during the fall and winter.  Spend time socializing 
and playing with the dogs. Dog experience needed. 
 

Mobile Adoption Site Counselors 
Help with transport to adoption sites, set-up and breakdown of special adoptions. Interview prospective adopters.        
Coordinate pet deliveries to their new homes. 
 

Cat Cuddlers 
Youth or adults to brush, pet and socialize cats and to help with cleaning. Seven days a week 9am to 7pm.  
 

Fundraising and Raffle Help 
Help organize one or more events each year (such as the Fiesta Dinner and our Jog a Dog) and/or organize our Jog a 
Dog raffle. 
 

It does take a commitment to help out. To receive a volunteer application e-mail Patricia Sherman at  
office@animalfriendsconnect.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Immediate positions available! 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to promote the human-animal bond and 
the humane treatment of animals through public  

education  and pet adoptions.    

 
“Not just an adoption – a perfect match” 

 

 Our Vision:  

A no-kill community where every cat and dog has a  

permanent,  loving home. 

Mailing Address P.O. Box 2314 Lodi, Ca 95241 

Animal Help Line -  
24 hour voice mail  209-368-1761 

 

Petco  (Cats Only) 

6112 Pacific Ave Stkn, 
Daily and Every Sat  11-2  

Dog and Cat Adoption Locations  

Animal Friends Dog and Cat Sanctuary  
933 S. Cherokee Ln, Lodi 

Mon - Fri 12:00 - 7:00pm      Weekends  11 - 4pm 

Petco Lodi (Cats on site) 
2350 W Kettleman Ln Suite 120 

Lodi,   Dogs Sat, 11 AM 

For more information call the Hotline  368-1761 

"Waggin Tails" printed courtesy of 
Creative Vision Printing & Signs 

We have an endowment fund to help 
cover our annual expenses in the future 
and a building fund to construct a new 
building to shelter and provide for our 
animal friends in our community. 
 

 You can help us today through gifts 
such as cash, stocks, or other property. 
You can help us tomorrow, by remem-
bering us in a trust, bequest or even as 
the beneficiary of your life insurance! 
 

 Contact us today to learn more about 
how you can plan now to help care for 
our animal friends forever! 

(209)365-0535 
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5K Run and Jog-A-Dog 

Held on Sunday, Nov 20, 2022 At Heritage Oak Winery, was a little smaller than we would have  
liked but still turned out to be a nice event.  

Thank you so much to Owners Tom and Carmela Hoffman, Heritage Oak Winery is a lovely place for 
this kind of event.  Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who worked to make this event 
special.  Kim, Tim, Angie, Patti, Cheryl, Karen, Cindy, The raffle wowed us again with many nice 
things to be won.  Special thanks to all of our sponsors. and all of the runners. 
  
 

BEST OF SHOW 
Lodi Auto Repair and Smog, Inc. 
 

TOP K-9 
A Shy Cat 
Creative Vision Printing 
Heritage Oak Winery 
Sundance Running Club 
McMurry Family  
Laguna Creek Veterinary Hospital 
 

 
 
 
 
PAMPERED POOCH 
Ben’s Appliances, Inc. 
Kautz Farms 
Max and Barb Steinheimer 
Cherokee Veterinary Hospital 
 
  

 

To the world you are one person, To a rescued animal, you ARE THE WORLD! 
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Happy Tails 

This beautiful 10 year old senior was adopted from us ap-
proximately 9 years ago. She was returned to AFC recently 
because she was terrified of the other animals in the house 
and lived in in the bedroom closet. Upon coming back to 
AFC, April became a very loving girl in her foster home, but 
was still very shy and nervous with new people. A wonderful 
cat lady saw her online and fell in love with her bio and pic-
ture. ‘Kerry’ had just lost her ‘Henry’ to kidney disease and 
was grieving for another kitty companion. We knew how 

wonderful Kerry was as she 
adopted Henry from us many 
years ago and gave him a won-
derful home.   
Since adopting April (now 
‘Emma’) Kerry tells us how fan-
tastic she is doing. 

 
Juju was adopted from 
AFC a few years ago by 
Kathleen in Fresno. For-
mer foster mom Rosie 
gets updates frequently 
and here is the current 
update: 
“Juju is a model and ASU 
fan.  (Arizona State Univ) 
That’s where my daughter 
goes to school” 
She also reports that Juju 
has 7,000 likes on Insta-
gram!! 

Here's the best Very Good Boy in Pacifica! Thanks again for 
everything. Coco/Mendel has made us 
very happy. 
It's been a joy so far. I have had a lot of 
dogs over the years and I'd say so far 
this is one of the easiest transitions I've 
seen. I know it's early days yet and I 
don't want to jinx myself, but it's very 
encouraging. He's a real gem. I hope Eri-
ka (foster mom) is feeling a little better 
about things. Thanks for checking in. 
  
All the best, 
Deanna 

Pita was adopted at an early age, but her situation was not 
the best. The family didn’t pay attention to a toddler and 
thus, Pita received some abuse. Unfortunately, the family 
didn’t call us to rehome Pita and kept her for 3 years, 
When the family finally called us looking for help, one of 
our cat volunteers went to the house to pick up Pita per-
sonally, as the family said they couldn’t even catch her. 
Pita stayed with us for another 7 years. Then – it finally 
happened! Pita’s day had arrived when Valarie came to 
visit looking to rescue a senior kitty. We had a number of 
choices for Valarie to think about, but it was Pita who won 
that day! We have adopted many cats and 
kittens over the years, but this adoption is 
one of the rarer miracle happy tails. We are 
all so happy for our little Pita!! And so very 
grateful to Valarie for giving Pita a chance 
to have a loving and purrmanent home! 

Hi Kathy!  
We adopted Benji from your 
foster home 8 years ago and 
wanted you to know that 
Benji is thriving and living his 
best life! He’s getting older 
and he had some health is-
sues last year but he is still 
very much a pup at heart. 
Attached are some of our 
favorite pictures of Benji! 
Hope you are well! Thank 
you for fostering Benji and 

for giving us one of the most important family members in 
our lives!  - Betty and Sarn   

Fiona was originally abandoned very 
heartlessly at our sanctuary in 2015 
- in a cardboard box. Thanks to her 
Kitty Foster Angel, Lynn, Fiona 
turned into a beautiful silver tabby 
senior girl. As a long term senior 
foster kitty Lynn decided to adopt 
her.  
Unfortunately, Lynn passed away 
and Fiona needed to be rehomed 
again. We all know how hard it is to 
adopt our senior cats. She needed a 
‘third’ chance at love and a good 
home.  

A wonderful family saw this sweet girl on line and applied to 
adopt her for their senior ‘Mom’. Our sweet senior lady was 
adopted!!!!! We want to thank Coral and her family for giving 
this sweet girl a home and a ‘third’ chance at a ‘purrmanent’ 
home.  
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Premiere Donors: 
 

R.T. McCarty 
Allens Pet Resort 

Creative Vision Printing 
C.A. Webster Foundation 

Barbara & Max Steinheimer 
Dr. Joel and Mayumi Steinberg 

PETCO Foundation 
Heart of Gold Legacy Foundation, Inc 

Petco 
Mary-Lynn Young 
Barbara Sexton 

Jeanne M Towns 

Service Donors:   Please support and shop at the businesses that 

provide services to us 

 
Cherokee Veterinary Hospital 

Lodi Veterinary Hospital 
Mokelumne River Hospital 

Oakwood Veterinary Hospital 
Pacific Veterinary Hospital 

San Joaquin Dog Training Club 
Sierra Veterinary Clinic 

Vineyard Veterinary Hospital 
Laguna Creek Veterinary Hospital 

 
Allen’s Pet Resort 

Bone Fide Dog Training 
Duncan Press 

Duncan & Company 
 -Certified Public Accountants 

West Lane Pet Hospital 
Jeremy Wine Company 

Creative Vision Printing & Signs 
Heritage Oak Winery  

Jeremy Wine Co. 
 

 

 We accept  donations online !
www.animalfriendsconnect.org 

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society has many wishes. These wishes are things that can help us do a better job at 
helping the animals in our adoption/foster network. Also, these wishes can improve or expand our organization to be able 
to help more homeless animals. Below is a list of our current wishes: 

Dog food - Canidae “All Stages” 
 
Dry dog food, Kirkland Chicken & Rice dry dog food (red bag) 
 
Kirkland  rom Costco Natures Domain canned dog food  
 
Cat Food - Felidae dry cat food 
 
Kirkland dry cat food, Natural Balance or Blue Buffalo or  Nutro for 
the Cats 
 
Friskies canned cat food and other higher quality canned cat foods 
 
Treats for Cats and Dogs (please made in the USA only) – Nutro 
Greenies are also a good treat for cats (not for dogs) 
 
Cat litter – “Litter Perfect” from Costco, or other high quality litter 
 
Cleaning products such as bleach ( we go through at least 24 two 
gallon bottles of bleach every month) 
 
Laundry detergent, Pine-sol - mops, brooms- squeegee 
 
Paper towels and toilet paper 
 
Toys for Cats and Dogs (toy‛s that have a squeaker in them for the 
Dogs but no stuffing) 
. 
Four foot leashes for the Dogs 

Collars that are for small Dogs (size‛s 7-11 and 11-14) we have 
plenty of large dog collars 
 
Blow dryer to dry dogs after bathing 
 
Postage stamps 
 
Break-away cat collars (or stretch kitten collars) 
 
COT style cat and dog beds, or gently used beds and cots 
 
Smaller twin-size blankets for the dogs that sleep inside 
 
Small blankets for the cat beds (baby blankets work well) 
 
A handy-person willing to donate time. We need repairs inside and 
outside, as well as electrical work 
 
Roll out Lawn to redo the back lawn at the sanctuary 
 
Van to transport our dogs and cats 
 
Land or a house with a little property, located (if possible) between 
Stockton and Lodi for a permanent adoption center/shelter. We 
have outgrown our location. *** 

We send our adopted dogs home with smaller blankets that they have slept on for a night or two. People tell us that the 
dog uses it as their comfort blanket forever, so we are happy to have sent one along. They can sometimes be purchased 
at places like Walgreens, CVS pharmacy, Target, etc. They can also be made by purchasing fabric, cut in strands at the    
edges then tied, making a nice double blanket. Girl Scouts and other individuals have made these for us. 
Please call and we can tell you the size. For more ideas call (209) 365-0535. Cash donations are always needed and     
appreciated so we can purchase other necessary items. 

WISH LIST 
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Donations: 

Amy Abel 
Acme 

Alaska Adventures 
Sylvia Alejo 
Colette Allen 
Jason Aman 

Ilse Andreas-Lemette 
Julie Anema 

Barbara Bagley 
Nan Ballot 

Bank of Stockton 
Barbara Sexton Estate 

Andrea Barrow 
Katheryn Behr 
Meredith Berry 
Julie Besabe 

James Billingmeier 
Birthday Girls 
Julie Biscaia 

Kimberly Blackwell 
Reid Boggiano 
Daniel Bowling 
Sharon Briggs 

Carrington College 
Deborah Cechini 

Amy Chan 
Donald Cooper 

Julie Crosby 
Michelle Culver 

John & Desiree Cummings 
Jeanne Cunningham 
Joan Cunningham 

Susan Daniger 
D'Art Wines, Inc. 

Amber De La Rosa 
Diane Delrio 
Martha Denk 

Janet & Terry Devine 
Sharon Donahue 
Dennis Douville 

Jon & Linda Du Burg 
Cindy DuBrutz 
Kelly DuFrene 
Dianne Dukette 

Vlad Dvorkin 
Donald Fisicaro 

Gary Foster 
Nicole Fujihara 

Emanuel Geralis 

Sonia Glick 
Richard Glover 
Janel Graffigna 

Dave & Kathleen      
Graham 

Elliott Grauman 
Judith Hachman 
Brenda Heinrich 

Stephanie Hendricks 
Sandra Henry 
Carla Heune 
Kathleen Hill 

Brenda Hommond 
Lori Jenner 

Kevin & Louisa Jones 
Kimberly Kaufmann-

Brisby 
Kautz Farms 
Bonnie Kieley 
Amelia Kitrinos 

Jean Knight 
MaryAnn Koons 

Victorine & Vincent Lake 
Jessica Landers 

Debra Larrick 
Susan Larson 

Phil Laughlin & Ann 
Zinck 

Patti & David Le Blanc 
Rosa Leach 

Dave Lederle 
Floria Libres 
Tracie Lima  
Pam Lloyd 

Lodi Auto Repair & 
Smog 

Susan Lorta 
LuLuBelle 

Laura Lyman 
Jeanette Maggio 

Amanda Marchesotti 
Shelli Margarite 
Denise Marsh 

Pamela Mathers 
Peggy & Michael 

McCrorey 
Linda McEnerney 

Constance McIntyre 
Diane McMurry 

Rena Meier  
Jennifer Meineke 
Kimberly Mejias 
Bonner Mendez 

Chirleen& Curt Michelini 
Diana Middleton 

Robert Miller 
Caroline Millunzi 

Carol Modlin 
Christine Moy 

Rebekah Myers 
Pam Nogare 

Valerie Nunes 
Nickolas Nunez 

Suneil& Mary Nyamathi 
Michael O'Brien 

Todd & Beth Oesterman 
John & Diane Oji 

Karen Otani  
Cheryl Owen 

Karen Paulsen 
Wayne & Christine 

Paulsen 
Lori Pechy 

Francisco Perez 
Judy Peterman 

Rose Peters 
Irene Polenske 
Kathy Polenske 
Donna Pyeatt 

Caroline Quiroz 
Susan Ramirez 
Cheryl Ramos 
Kathleen Ray 

Realty Roundup 
Irene Reiner 

Robert & Carol Rocca 
Esther Rocha 
Jane Rogers 
Linda Romine 
Cheryl Root 

Deborah Kay Rousseau 
Stephen & Jolie Ruiz 

Renee Sandez 
Michelle Sandoval 
Melissa Sangalang 

David Sanino 
Tricia Severietti 

Patricia Sherman 

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society 
Gratefully acknowledges donors that have assisted us in maintaining our commitment to  

the health and welfare of animals in our area 
June 2022 -  October 2022 

Mona Shulman 
Monica Siguenza 

Mike & Bonnie Skogstad 
Mary Sommer 

Melissa Sonja-Franco 
Chavez 

Tammy Souza 
Stephen Stachel 
Lisa Stahlecker 

Max & Barb Steinheimer 
Virginia & Eric Stephens 

Joann Stewart 
Karen Stratford 
Mignon Supnet 

Beverly Templeton 
Shamus Thornton 

Ellen Tomson 
Cornelia Treichel-Rocque 

Denise Vaughn 
Mia Vonk 

John & Lyndy Walker 
Carolyn Ward 

Deborah Werter 
Susanne Williams 

Tammy Wills 
James Wilson 
Cassie Winther 

Les Wolfson 
Patti Womer 

King Kui & Linda Wong 
Robert Yamaguchi 

Sam & Jackie Yearby 
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Lucille Moznett's birthday 

Linda Herold 
 

Nancy Reynolds 
Tom & Terry Machado 

 

Karen Paulsen 
Wayne Paulsen 

 
Animal Friends 

Margaret Washburn 
 
 

Linda Herold's birthday 
Lucille Moznett 

 
Jim & Lori Jenner 
Jim & Karen Munro 

 
 

Donna Swinney Davidson 
Lillian Wick 

 
“Tex (Bernie)” 

Camille Thompson 
 

Donations In Memory of: 

Pet Memorials: 

 
Talulah Hansen 
Mona Bahnsen 

 
Kuma, Kodi & Sadie 

Lynn Darone 
 

Pepper 
Carolyn Dougherty 

 
Sweetie 

Family of Ellie Kampschmidt 
 

Gabby 
Shelly Grauman 

 
Rocco 

Joan Jacobs 
 

Lucky, Lucy & Peanit 
Shelley Molles 

 
Sammy 

David & Karen Sea 
 

Kory & Elliott 
Patricia Sherman 

 
 

Animal Friends Connection sincerely apologizes for any errors made in posting your dedications 

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit that is dedicated to Humane Education and the promotion of spaying and neutering.  
Donations can be sent to 

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society P.O. Box 2314, Lodi, CA 95241 
All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

You can designate your United Way contribution to our organization. EIN # 68-0315789 

 
Mike Lindholm 

 Steve & Gay Marino 
 

Gabrielle Somera 
 Lenore Nies 

 
Vinnie Walker 

 Joanna Pellegri 

 
Joan Lucas 

 Susan Williams 
 

Robert McKee 
 Marion Wold 

 
Maryann Bennett  
Sheri Casenave 

 
June Church 
 Pat Frederick 

 
Tom Castles 
 Pat Frederick 

 
Emily Wright 

 Deborah & Silvia Rousseau 
 

Pat Chappel 
 Patricia Tait 

 
Edit Ullrich 

 Vivian Todd &  
Michelle Bushey 

Donations In Honor of: 

Lucky 
Amy Toy 

 
Chiquita 

Dave and Patricia Sherman 
 

Daisy Poon 
 Steve & Gay Marino 
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Advertise in Waggin’ Tails! 
 

Our Waggin’ Tails newsletter reaches  
thousands of San Joaquin County  

residents. 
 

The cost to advertise in each  
issue is as follows: 

 
 $35 Business card size 
 $120 Quarter page ad 
 $200 Half page ad 
 

For more information contact  
Patricia at: (209) 365-0535  

or send an email addressed to: 
office@animalfriendsconnect.org  

Animal Friends Connection 
Humane Society 

Promoting Compassion Toward All Creatures 
(209) 365-0535 

Waggin’ Tails     Winter 2022 

Animal  Fr i ends Connect i on Humane Society  
P.O.  Box 2314  
Lodi ,  CA 95241  
 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
US Postage 

PAID 
Lodi, CA 

Permit No. 86 

 
 
     

Shop & Save Money at GoodShop.com 
Shop through GoodShop.com where you can find the most up-to-date cou-
pons and deals at over 2,400 popular online retailers and  have a percent of 
every purchase go to Animal Friends Connection with no extra cost to you 

Use GoodSearch  
Use Yahoo! powered GoodSearch so that every time you search the web 
about a penny goes to Animal Friens Connection! Plus, find exciting new 

offers and more ways to raise money for Animal Friends Connection 

Add the GoodToolbar to your browser 

Add the Animal Friends Connection - (Lodi - CA) tool bar to IE or Firefox.  
Once you add the toolbar each time you shop or search you make a donation 

to Animal Friends Connection.  Every search adds about a penny.                
No registration is required.  

 

We all have to shop for food, clothing and household items, the 
below web sites can benefit Animal Friends Connection without 
costing you any more money. 

Add http://www.escrip.com/ to your favorites then 
shop and dine out and Animal Friends Connection 
will benefit!! 

http://www.escrip.com/

