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Adoption Advice 

Here's how to keep your pets safe and happy over the festive season. 
  

If you're thinking of making a fuss of your pets with some extra food treats this Christmas here are some safe foods. 
Small amount of White Turkey, Pumpkin, Green beans, Peas, Carrots, Apples (never the core or seeds), Spinach, Winter 
squash, Melon, Berries, Bananas Some festive plants and flowers can be toxic to pets, including poinsettias, holly, ivy, 
mistletoe and lilies, so avoid buying these if you have pets. Tinsel and wrapping paper might be tempting for your pet to 
play with, but make sure they don't eat it!   Christmas trees and pets:  It's best to only allow your pets around the tree 
when you can keep a close eye on them, because the decorations are not safe for them to play with or eat.  The water is 
also toxic.  
  

Christmas can be busy and chaotic, but you can help your pet cope with the chaos by sticking to their normal routine as 
much as possible.    That way your pets and you can  enjoy the Holliday Season! 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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AFCHS Board Members 

Patricia Sherman, President 
Marian Repp, Vice President 

Diane McMurry, Secretary 
Donna Swinney, Reporting Treasurer 

Phil Laughlin 
Patti Womer 

Anna Charlesworth 

Education Center Office & Cat Adoption Room 
933 S. Cherokee Lane - Lodi, Ca 

209 365-0535 

All it takes is a few hours of spare time once a week to make a difference to the animals. Whether it's working with the public or on a 
computer, opening your home to a foster animal, spaying/neutering and supervising feral cats, or helping people over the phone, we 
have something for you! Students can also get credit for their volunteer hours! 

 
Dog Walkers and Kennel Help 
Adults or teenagers that enjoy walking and would like to walk our dogs one or more days a week year round. Join our 
“Walk n Wag” walking group.  Mornings after 9 am or late afternoons during the fall and winter.  Spend time socializing 
and playing with the dogs. Dog experience needed. 
 

Mobile Adoption Site Counselors 
Help with transport to adoption sites, set-up and breakdown of special adoptions. Interview prospective adopters.        
Coordinate pet deliveries to their new homes. 
 

Cat Cuddlers 
Youth or adults to brush, pet and socialize cats and to help with cleaning. Seven days a week 9am to 7pm.  
 

Fundraising and Raffle Help 
Help organize one or more events each year (such as the Fiesta Dinner and our Jog a Dog) and/or organize our Jog a 
Dog raffle. 
 

It does take a commitment to help out. To receive a volunteer application e-mail Patricia Sherman at  
office@animalfriendsconnect.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Immediate positions available! 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to promote the human-animal bond and 
the humane treatment of animals through public  

education  and pet adoptions.    

 
“Not just an adoption – a perfect match” 

 

 Our Vision:  

A no-kill community where every cat and dog has a  

permanent,  loving home. 

Mailing Address P.O. Box 2314 Lodi, Ca 95241 

Animal Help Line -  
24 hour voice mail  209-368-1761 

 

Petco  (Cats Only) 

6112 Pacific Ave Stkn, 
Daily and Every Sat  11-2  

Dog and Cat Adoption Locations  

Animal Friends Dog and Cat Sanctuary  
933 S. Cherokee Ln, Lodi 

Mon - Fri 12:00 - 7:00pm      Weekends  11 - 4pm 

Petco Lodi (Cats on site) 
2350 W Kettleman Ln Suite 120 

Lodi,   Dogs Sat, 11 AM 

For more information call the Hotline  368-1761 

"Waggin Tails" printed courtesy of 
Creative Vision Printing & Signs 

We have an endowment fund to help 
cover our annual expenses in the future 
and a building fund to construct a new 
building to shelter and provide for our 
animal friends in our community. 
 

 You can help us today through gifts 
such as cash, stocks, or other property. 
You can help us tomorrow, by remem-
bering us in a trust, bequest or even as 
the beneficiary of your life insurance! 
 

 Contact us today to learn more about 
how you can plan now to help care for 
our animal friends forever! 

(209)365-0535 
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Animal Friends Connection Humane Society is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit that is dedicated to Humane Education and the promotion of spaying and neutering.  
Donations can be sent to 

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society P.O. Box 2314, Lodi, CA 95241 
All gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

You can designate your United Way contribution to our organization. EIN # 68-0315789 

Sanctuary News 

 
It’s been a long hectic year -  Grumble—Grumble 
 
The owner of our property still wants us to move; however we have been unable to find a property 
locally that we can afford.  They have increased our rent over 4 ½ times the amount we used to 
pay .  Needless to say this has been a hardship on us.  The City of Lodi used to give non-profits a 
very nice discount on their electric bill, but that has also been taken away from us and the bill has 
increased three fold. Please bear with us as we continue...LOL  We need to take all of this with a 
grain of humor.   
 

Donations still have not gone back to where they were before COVID.  Facebook put new regula-
tions on raising money via PAYPAL, This has prevented us from raising money on Facebook.; to help 
with the on-going emergencies that arise  We have been working for the past year on trying to  
figure out what they want us to do. We understand that other non-profits are also having difficul-
ty with trying to figure out what they want. With all of that, donations are down by at least 
$30,000.  The owner of Jeremy wine Company (Jeremy) is helping us try to get it back up.   He was 
able to create a link that we can add to our Facebook posts that will take a donor straight to Pay-
Pal to make a donation.  We are forever grateful. 
 

We’ve had air conditioning problems this year and were able to barely make it out of the hot  
weather with it working on again off again.  It is too difficult for the animals and the staff when 
we have weather in the 90’s and above. We will have to replace the air conditioner next spring, 
which is around $13,000 to $15,000.   
 
We are not able to fundraise as much as we used to since we are down from three major  
fundraisers to two.  
 
We have had so many kittens, cats, puppies and dogs dumped at our door step.  Many are injured 
kittens, cats and dogs (with injuries too terrible to describe).  We make it our mission to provide 
the medical care that they need. The cost of spays and neuters for both cats and dogs have more 
than tripled this year and our adoption fees do not cover them.  At this time we still have about 50 
kittens that need loving families.  In addition to that, we are the only shelter open 7 days a week 
in our area.  Thank you to our Wonderful Staff! 
 
In mid-November we had 8 beautiful puppy and dog adoptions all in one day.   We had  6 cat/
kittens adopted in one weekend also .  Fortunately we have also gotten quite a few of our young 
adult cats out this year and we are working on getting the kittens adopted too.   We are over-
whelmed with gratitude for al these adoptions.  
 
It takes a lot of time to interview and send people the adoption information, but the joy in       
creating new loving families is worth it… Our success stories are beautiful and it is so worth our 
energy, time and money.  The staff, volunteers and board members all love what we do even though 
it is exhausting.   
 
With all of this joy to spread.  
 

We are wishing you all a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday!           
We wish that we all have a Prosperous New Year! 
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Happy Tails 

Hi!  I just wanted to give a quick update on the wonder-
ful spunky and hilarious dog I adopted from you guys on 
July 20th 2023. I named her Pippa and she learned it 
within an hour. She’s so smart and has been SUCH a joy. 
She has adapted to her life in the city very well!  She 
loves playing with other dogs, taking walks on the beach 
or in the park, going in the car and most of all she loves 
being held like a baby by anyone she meets. Thanks so 
much for letting me adopt her, she is an absolute angel!   
 Kelsie 

A sweet Happy Tail for a very special girl! Our beautiful 
Rose has been adopted!! Rose was abandoned at our sanc-
tuary with a newborn litter of 4 kittens.  She was very shy, 
and when visitors came to the cat room, she always hid. 
 
Angela saw her biography online, came to the sanctuary, 
and Rose responded to her!  It didn’t take long for Rose to 
feel at home with Angela.  
Angela says she gets the 
zoomies every morning, 
wants pets and cuddles all 
the time now and will lay 
next to her for naps.  She 
has made her home a 
whole lot happier. 
 
Thanks so much Angela for 
giving this beautiful girla 
loving and purrmanent 
home! 

 Mr. Toby was adopted as a 
kitten, and when he was 11 
years old, he was returned to 
us with no explanation from 
his adoptive father.  After 
some time at the sanctuary, 
he was adopted by Patti, one 
of our volunteers who takes 
in the older kitties to give 
them forever homes.  He has 
settled in to his new home 

and is getting along with the other cats.  He loves to be pet-
ted and sleep snuggled up against his new mom on the 
loveseat and on the bed. 
 
Thanks so much Patti for giving this handsome boy a loving 
and purrmanent home! 

Hello!  Well, its been two and a half years!   
 

Dilly is just wonderful. All infections of bladder and bowel are re-
solved.  All tissue damage issues are resolved.  All pain issues 
are resolved. She's had regular tests and exams for her health 
issues and had dental care.   She's at the weight goal I set for her 
of 15 pounds. And about 75% of all behavioral issues are re-
solved. 
 

I adore her.  She's happy. 
 

My only regret is that I didn't adopt her 
when I first saw her on Petfinder but 
waited a few months.   
But, as always, thank you and all good 
wishes for each of you and the work 
you do. 
  
Gratitude and love - Catherine 

Batman is a 3 year old cat who was 
surrendered to AFC by an elderly 
lady who could no longer care for 
him.  He is a very sweet and loving 
cat, but was shy around strangers 
who came to see him in his foster 
home.  His new parents Sam and 
Pamela found him on our website 
and fell in love, so they came to see 
him.  He let them pet him and give 
him treats.  He has settled into their 
home and made friends with his new 

brother Sheldon. 
 
Thanks to Sam and Pamela for giving this sweet boy a new 
furrrever home! 

 
Holly was adopted about 4 years ago and now lives in New 
York. Here’s an update. 
 
Dear Paula, I hope you had a great summer! Things are 
going well on our end — Holly still absolutely loves going 
herding, swimming in the pond at the neighborhood park, 
and snuggling with us on the couch. Hope you, Jon, and all 
your dogs and fosters are doing well!! 
 
 Laura 
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Premiere Donors: 
Allens Pet Resort 

Barbara Sexton Trust 
Creative Vision Printing 

C.A. Webster Foundation 
Lodi Auto Repair & Smog 

PETCO Foundation 
Heart of Gold Legacy Foundation, Inc 

Petco 
Mary-Lynn Young 
Jeanne M Towns 

Make Waves Designs 
Julie Crosby 

Service Donors:   Please support and shop at the businesses that 

provide services to us 

 
Cherokee Veterinary Hospital 

Laguna Creek Veterinary Hospital 
Lodi Veterinary Hospital 

Mokelumne River Hospital 
Oakwood Veterinary Hospital 

San Joaquin Dog Training Club 
Sierra Veterinary Clinic 

Vineyard Veterinary Hospital 
 

 
Allen’s Pet Resort 

Duncan Press 
Duncan & Company 

 -Certified Public Accountants 
West Lane Pet Hospital 
Jeremy Wine Company 

Creative Vision Printing & Signs 
Heritage Oak Winery  

 

 

 We accept  donations online !

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society has many wishes. These wishes are things that can help us do a better job at 
helping the animals in our adoption/foster network. Also, these wishes can improve or expand our organization to be able 
to help more homeless animals. Below is a list of our current wishes: 

Dog food - Canidae “All Stages” 
 
Dry dog food, Kirkland Chicken & Rice dry dog food (red bag) 
 
Kirkland  rom Costco Natures Domain canned dog food  
 
Kirkland dry cat food, or Blue Buffalo  
 
Friskies canned cat food and other higher quality canned cat foods 
 
Treats for Cats and Dogs (please made in the USA only) – Nutro 
Greenies are also a good treat for cats (not for dogs) 
 
Cat litter – “Litter Perfect” from Costco, or other high quality litter 
 
Cleaning products such as bleach ( we go through at least 24 two 
gallon bottles of bleach every month) 
 
Laundry detergent, Pine-sol - mops, brooms- squeegee 
 
Paper towels and toilet paper 
 
Toys for Cats and Dogs (toy‛s that have a squeaker in them for the 
Dogs but no stuffing) 
. 
 
Four foot leashes for the Dogs 

 
Collars that are for small Dogs (size‛s 7-11 and 11-14) we have 
plenty of large dog collars 
 
Blow dryer to dry dogs after bathing 
 
Postage stamps 
 
COT style cat and dog beds, or gently used beds and cots 
 
Smaller twin-size blankets for the dogs that sleep inside 
 
Small blankets for the cat beds (baby blankets work well) 
 
A handy-person willing to donate time. We need repairs inside and 
outside, as well as  Plumbing. 
 
Van to transport our dogs and cats 
 
Land or a house with a little property, located (if possible) between 
Stockton and Lodi for a permanent adoption center/shelter. We 
have outgrown our location. *** 

WISH LIST 

 For our Cats:  Our kittens eat Wellness canned food and the dry food is Blue Buffalo, for adult cats too.  We mix in Kirk-
land Costco adult food for our adult cats. Cats enjoy greenie dental treats in various flavors or various temptation treats or 
other Made in America treats. Cats love the crinkle balls, catnip and the wands bring them endless joy. 
 
 For our Dogs:  Our Dogs eat Canidae dry mixed with Kirkland dry and Costco Natures Domain canned food.  Puppies eat 
the Natures Domain dry food mixed with Canidae dry.  For a special food treat our dogs love the rolls of Fresh Pet especial-
ly the Bison and Made in America treats of all kind especially salmon treats. Our dogs love the Stuffed crinkle toys, Toys 
without squeakers or they just tear them apart.  
 

We always have a need for blankets for the Dogs 52”x 52” and Cats 46”x 46” to use for adoptions.  

SPECIAL HOLIDAY WISH LIST 
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Donations: 

Romana Ahmed 
Annette Aldridge 
Colette Allen 
American Steel Car Club 
Billie Armstrong 
Victoria Anderson 
Donna Andres 
Julie Anema 
Anonymous 
Aimee Arata 
Nan Ballot 
Sorour Bastan 
Smadar Batch 
Katheryn Behr 
Joe Benson 
Julie Besabe 
Kimberly Blackwell 
Tim Blackwell 
Jana Bodin 
Sharon Booth 
Chip Boggiano 
Victoria Borges 
Spring Bourne 
Lynne Bowling 
Sharon Briggs 
Tessa Brown 
Chris & Christy Brown 
Linnea Brown 
Anna Burkholder 
Jacqueline Camacho 
Jenny Candelario 
Bill Casenave 
Mickie Cecchini 
Amy Chan 
Susan Calfee 
Teresa  Cerullo 
John Charlesworth 
Melissa Chavez 
Patsy Chadwell 
Craig Chiang 
Doug & Letty Chard’ 
Kim Clark 
Cynthia Clays 
Katie Cooney 
Anthony Conrad 
Carolyn Cooper 
Larry & Janice Cooper 
Alice Cortez 
Lorraine Crane 
Julie Crosby 
Cindy Cuevas 
Jeanne Cunningham 
Carolyn Dahl 
Susan Daniger 

John Davidson 
Lori Davidson 
Rob Davisson 
Karen Davis 
Margie Davis 
Thomas Davis 
Deirdre dawson 
Jennifer De Armit 
Amber De La Rosa 
Jill de'Diego 
Raul DeLaCruz 
Diane Delrio 
Martha Denk 
Diane's Errand  
      & Pet Services 
Sharon Donahue 
Lori Downs 
Jon & Linda Du Burg 
Alexis Duclos 
Estate of Linda Lutz 
Ruth Figueroa 
Don Fisicaro 
Cheryl Fondse 
Terrence Foley 
Brenda Fontanilla 
Gary Foster 
Patricia Frederick 
Friends of JoAnne Mounce  
Ronald & Linda Fugazi 
Jacob Fuller 
Samantha Garcia 
Garibaldi Company 
Emanuel Geralis 
Sonia Glick 
Richard Glover 
Donald Gomez 
Janel Graffigna 
Dave & Kathleen Graham 
Elliott Grauman 
Kelli Griffith 
Berit Gundersen 
Michael Hall 
Kelly & Francis Harrington 
June Hartley 
Berton Haynes 
Corin Haynes 
Stephanie Hendricks 
Nicole Hixson 
Brenda Hommond 
Adrienne Hotchkiss 
Sherri Jacobsen 
Janella 
Lori and Jim Jenner 
Debbie Jones 

Marlene Kinser 
Amelia Kitrinos 
Jean Knight 
Rose & Terry Knutson 
Linda Koehler 
James & Patricia Kremer 
Debra Larrick 
Angie Larson 
Patti & David Le Blanc 
Sara Lea 
Daniel & Rosa Leach 
Dave Lederle 
Sevina Lewis 
Linda Wheeler Trust 
Lodi Auto Repair & Smog 
Susan Lorta 
Lucas Winery 
Brookelea Lutton 
Laura Lyman 
Lynette Machado 
Judy Maestas 
Diane McMurry 
Jeanette Maggio 
Bonnie Mansfield 
Ronald Marraccini Jr 
Denise Marsh 
Michele Marta 
Monse Martinez 
Kimberly Martinsdias 
Christine Matthews 
Andrea Mauser 
Martin & Gina Maxwell 
Diane McMurry 
Rena Meier 
Richard & Yvonne Mendoza 
Curtis & Chirleen Michelini  
Kimberly Miller 
Angelica Moore 
Barry Muller 
Rebekah Myers 
Ada Nakama 
Tamara Nation 
Kara & James Newman 
Terri Nielsen 
Pam Nogare 
John & Diane Oji 
Kristina Olandag 
Karen Otani 
Roberta Pearce 
Francisco Perez 
Judy Peterman 
Rose Peters 
Nancy Pettitt 
Quintin Phan 

Animal Friends Connection Humane Society 
Gratefully acknowledges donors that have assisted us in maintaining our commitment to  

the health and welfare of animals in our area 
June 2023 -  November 2023 

Kathy Polenske 
Connie Price 
Anita Radosevich 
Irene Reiner 
Marian Repp 
Mabel Rich 
Anna Rivera 
Tina Rizzo 
Deborah Rousseau 
Stephen & Jolie Ruiz 
Renee Sandez 
Michelle Sandoval 
Melissa Sangalang 
Michael Sansone 
Rhonda Seaton 
Joe Selby 
Anthony Serafica 
Dave & Patricia Sherman 
Barrett & Peter Shin 
K Shopp 
Deborah Skinner 
Melissa Sonja-Franco Chavez 
Stephen Stachel 
Virginia Stephens 
Joann Stewart 
James Struve 
Marietta & Eduardo Sumaquial 
Mignon Supnet 
Beverly Templeton 
Debbie Templeton 
Albert Terrazas 
Tammy Tittle 
Cornelia Treichel-Rocque 
Tarah Truskey 
Sam Vang 
Denise Vaughn 
Raedene Vonflue 
Betty Wahl 
P Walker 
Carolyn Ward 
Margaret Washburn 
Brian & Tina Weatherford 
Deborah Weatherford 
Craig Wedegaertner 
Michele Weeks 
Holly & Lucy Wehrle 
Susan Weiss 
Deborah Werter 
Mary Williams 
Tammy Wills 
James Wilson Jr. 
Les Wolfson 
Patti Womer 
Robert Yamaguchi 
Mike & Kristy Zane 
 
 



7 

 

Sharon Van Steenberg's 
 birthday 

 Ida Mae Lobb 

 
Jim & Karen Munro       

Jim & Lori Jenner 
 

Lillian Wick                  
Donna Swinney Davidson 

 

Linda Herold  
Her mom's 89th birthday 

 
Tom & Terry Machado  

Karen Angerstein 
 

Patch  
Ed Odron 

Donations In Memory of: 

 Pet Memorials: 

 
 

Gracie 
 Tracie Lima 

 

Gracie 
 John & Lyndy Walker 

 

Blackjack 
 Amy & Stephanie Toy 

 
 

Animal Friends Connection sincerely apologizes for any errors made in posting 

 
Linda Wheeler  

Joy Panzer 
 

Brian Buck  
Marian Repp 

 
Bill Say 

 Marian Repp 
 

Joe Lobb 
 Ida Mae Lobb 

 
Irene Polenske 

Hertha Katzakian  
 

Dr. Carolyn Fowle  
Belle's Lodi Flower Shop 
Mike & Bonnie Skogstad 

 
Irene Polenske  

Randall & Donna Bender 
 

Steve Whiting 
 Cheryl La Roe 

 
Marlo Kerner  

Steve & Gay Marino 
Estelle Rethford  

Steve & Gay Marino 

 
 

Gary Wall & Steve Gunn  
Steve & Gay Marino 

 
Gabrielle Somera  

Lenore Nies 
 

Bonnie Skogstad 
Cheryl Fondse 

Patricia Sherman 
 

Mary Jean Odron  
Ed Odron 

 
Cheryl La Roe                     

John Lerza 

Donations In Honor of: 

 
Baker 

 John & Lyndy Walker 
 

Otis 
 Donald Cooper 

 

Action Jackson & Tiger Lily 
 Nancy Fletcher 

 

Jasper  
Jane Rogers 

 

Lucky, Lucy & Peanit 
 Shelley Molles 

 
“Feather Huck, Sawyer &        

Deux Dah”  
Patti & David Le Blanc 

 

“Isabella “ 
Barbara Steinheimer 

 

Lacey 
Rinda Sharples  

 

Sparkle 
Frankie Powers  

 

        Jack                                   
             Ellen Rosengren 

MORE DONATIONS 
Cindy DuBrutz 
Joyce Ellis 
Bryan & Victoria Frymire 
Mary Gilbert 
Maria Gomez 
Lise Granelli 
Randy Gross 
Mary Haddad 
Shelly Haynes 
Irene Ishida 
Jeremy Wine Company 
Deneemia Jones 
Virginia Lanphear 
Wendy Leffler 
Jaemeson Lund-Harrison 
 

Kyle Mayer 
Cliff McBride 
Dennis Merino 
Lloyd Mumford 
Kensie Ogata 
Jody Osgood 
Janella Powell 
Mabel Rich 
Margaret Robinson 
Linda Sanchez 
Marc & donna Smith 
David & Judy Snyder 
Steven Spurlin 
Donna Swinney 
Jacqueline Vandiver 
Trisha Vargus 
Loretta Wells 
 

Sam & Donna West 
Ann Wieser 
Toni Wyceeh 
Barbara Zajec 
Mike & Kristy Zane 
Eilee 
Jazz & Aurabella 
Patricia Walker 
Lorraine Crane 
Msbel Rich  
Marieita Sumaquial 
Make Waves Designs 
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Advertise in Waggin’ Tails! 
 

Our Waggin’ Tails newsletter reaches  
thousands of San Joaquin County  

residents. 
 

The cost to advertise in each  
issue is as follows: 

 
 $35 Business card size 
 $120 Quarter page ad 
 $200 Half page ad 
 

For more information contact  
Patricia at: (209) 365-0535  

or send an email addressed to: 
office@animalfriendsconnect.org  

Animal Friends Connection 
Humane Society 

Promoting Compassion Toward All Creatures 
(209) 365-0535 

Waggin’ Tails     Fall/Winter 2023 

Animal  Fr i ends Connect i on Humane Society  
P.O.  Box 2314  
Lodi ,  CA 95241  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Jog a Dog  

Sunday, June 9th 2024 
Heritage Oak Winery 

For more info email office@animalfriendsconnect.org 


